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Alabama is 1 of only 12 states still suspending driver’s licenses

for drug crimes unrelated to driving.

Alabama is still enforcing a relic of the War on Drugs: automatic driver’s license suspensions for anyone
convicted of a drug offense. While most states have opted-out of the federal law which created these automatic
suspensions, Alabama suspends an estimated 8,200 driver’s licenses annually for drug offenses unrelated to
driving. Driver’s license suspensions for non-driving offenses are indefensible: they are bad policy, waste

government resources, and further disadvantage people convicted of drug crimes.
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License suspensions make finding and keeping a job harder.

« Public transportation is often not a reasonable alternative for low-income people who bear the brunt of these
license suspensions. For example, 76% of jobs in the Birmingham metropolitan area are not reasonably

accessible via public transit for people living in low-income Birmingham communities.

« This policy leaves thousands of people without access to economic opportunities. A New Jersey study found
that 40% of people lost their job upon having their driver’s license suspended and 88% reported lower

income.

For more information see the full report at www.prisonpolicy.org/driving/national.html
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